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(57) ABSTRACT

A device receives a default cell handoff parameter set from a
base station within a cellular network. The device receives a
modified handoff parameter set, wherein the modified hand-
off parameter set is different than the default cell handoff
parameter set, and tests a mobile device in different geo-
graphic locations served by the base station, using the modi-
fied handoff parameter set, to measure one or more network/
call service parameters associated with handoff of the mobile
device to a neighboring cell. The device identifies optimum
modified handoff parameters for the mobile device based on
the measured one or more network/call service parameters.
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500 RECEIVE DEFAULT CELL HANDGFF PARAMETER SET FROM |
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OVERRIDE?

vés
'

510 J{ PRESENT DEFAULT CELL HANDOFF PARAMETER SET TO

DEVICE USER

FROM
FIG. 58 <E> B

OBTAIN MODIFIED HANDOFF PARAMETER(s) FOR MOBILE
515~ DEVICE

$

520 _~ STORE MODIFIED HANDOFF PARAMETER SET AT MOBILE
DEVICE

TG ¢
FIG. 8B

4
525 _/i USE MODIFIED HANDOFF PARAMETER SET DURING HANDOFF E

OF THE MOBILE DEVICE TO A NEIGHBORING CELL
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FROM TO
FIG. BA FiG. BA

TEST MD IN DIFFERENT GEOGRAPHIC LOCATIONS SERVED BY
53 A SAME BASE STATION, USING THE MODIFIED HANDOFF
PARAMETER SET, TO MEASURE CALL/SERVICE PARAMETERS
ASBOCIATED WITH HANDOFF

é

IDENTIFY OPTIMUM MODIFIED HANDOFF PARAMETERS FOR
535 THE MD FOR THE SERVING BASE STATION BASED ON
MEASURED CALL/SERVICE PARAMETERS
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600 FROM CELLULAR NETWORK FOR EACH TEST MD
516 PRESENT DEEAULT CELL HANDOFE PARAMETER SET FOR
EACH TEST MD TO OPERATOR

)

OBTAIN MODIFIED HANDOFF PARAMETER(s) FOR EACH TEST

., w;

;

ga0_~ STORE MODIFIED HANDOFF PARAMETER SET FOR EACH TEST
MD

;

SIMULTANECUSLY TEST EACH TEST MD IN DIFFERENT
GEOGRAPHIC LOCATIONS SERVED BY A SAME BASE STATION,
USING EACH TEST MD’s MODIFIED HANDOFF PARAMETER
SET, TO MEASURE CALL/SERVICE PARAMETERS ASSOCIATED
WITH HANDOFF FOR EACH TEST MD

:

IDENTIFY OPTIMUM MODIFIED HANDOFF PARAMETERS FOR
65 EACH TEST MD FOR TS SERVING BASE STATION BASED ON
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1
OPTIMIZING MOBILE DEVICE HANDOFF
PARAMETERS

BACKGROUND

In cellular networks, handoff involves the transferring of a
call or data session of a mobile device from one cell to another
cell within the network without loss or interruption of net-
work service. As a mobile device, involved in a voice call or
data session via a first cell of the cellular network, travels
from a first geographic location served by the first cell to a
second geographic location served by a second cell, the first
cell hands off the mobile device to the second cell such that
the voice call or data session continues within the second cell
without loss or interruption of the call or data session.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A is a diagram that depicts an overview of a first
exemplary embodiment of the invention in which a user of a
mobile device customizes the handoff parameters that the
mobile device may use during handoff from one cell of a
cellular network to another cell of the cellular network;

FIG. 1B depicts an overview of a second exemplary
embodiment of the invention in which a test operator custom-
izes the handoff parameters used by multiple test mobile
devices during handoff from one cell of a cellular network to
another cell of the cellular network;

FIG. 2 depicts an exemplary network environment in
which the exemplary embodiments of FIGS. 1A and 1B are
implemented;

FIG. 3 is a diagram that depicts exemplary components of
a device that corresponds to the mobile device, and the mobile
device diagnostic monitor of FIGS. 1A and 1B;

FIG. 4 is a diagram of a handoff testing database according
to an exemplary embodiment;

FIGS.5A and 5B are flow diagrams that illustrate an exem-
plary process that enables the customization of handoff
parameters that a mobile device uses during handoff from one
cell of a cellular network to another cell of the cellular net-
work;

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram that illustrates an exemplary
process that enables the customization of handoff parameters
of'multiple test mobile devices used by the test mobile devices
during handoff from one cell of a cellular network to another
cell of the cellular network; and

FIG. 7 is a diagram depicting an example associated with
the exemplary process of FIG. 6.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

The following detailed description refers to the accompa-
nying drawings. The same reference numbers in different
drawings may identify the same or similar elements. The
following detailed description does not limit the invention.

Exemplary embodiments described herein permit customi-
zation of mobile device handoff parameters, either manually
by a device user or operator, or automatically by an algorithm
implemented at the mobile device, or at a device connected to
the mobile device. The mobile device handoff parameters,
such as, for example, A3 handoff parameters in Long Term
Evolution (LTE) cellular networks, may be optimized, as
described in further detail herein, based on call-related or
network service-related parameters measured at the mobile
device as it travels within the cellular network, and from one
cell to a neighboring cell.
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FIG. 1A depicts an overview of a first exemplary embodi-
ment of the invention in which a user of a mobile device
customizes the handoff parameters that the mobile device
uses during handoft from one cell of a cellular network to
another cell of the cellular network. As shown in FIG. 1A, a
handover of mobile device 100 may occur as mobile device
100 travels from a first wireless network cell 105-1, associ-
ated with a first base station 110-1, into a second wireless
network cell 105-2, associated with a second base station
110-2. In wireless network cell 105-1, mobile device 100 is
served by transceiver components associated with base sta-
tion 110-1, and in wireless network cell 105-2, mobile device
100 is served by transceiver components associated with base
station 110-2. In some embodiments, base station 110-1 and
base station 110-2 may be a same base station that is associ-
ated with both of cells 105-1 and 105-2, such as, for example,
asingle base station having a sector antenna array for multiple
cells. In an LTE cellular network environment, base stations
110-1 and 110-2 may each be an evolved Node B (eNodeB).
The coverage area and geographic arrangement of wireless
cells 105-1 and 105-2 depicted in FIGS. 1A and 1B is for
illustrative purposes only. Wireless cells 105-1 and 105-2
may each have coverage areas having any type of shape, and
may be in a different neighboring geographical relationship
with one another than that depicted in FIGS. 1A and 1B.

While in wireless cell 105-1, base station 110-1 may send
mobile device 100 a set of default handoff parameters that
mobile device 100 may use in conducting a handoff from
cellular network service being handled by base station 110-1
to cellular network service being handled by base station
110-2. The default set of handoff parameters may include, for
example, one or more of'a signal quality hysteresis parameter,
a hysteresis time parameter, a cell preference parameter, a cell
signal quality weighting parameter, or a cell lingering param-
eter (as shown in user interface 25 of mobile device 100 and
further discussed below). The signal quality hysteresis
parameter includes a parameter that indicates how high a
neighbor cell’s signal quality (e.g., Reference Signal
Received Power (RSRP) or Reference Signal Received Qual-
ity (RSRQ)) must be prior to initiating handoff. The hyster-
esis time parameter comprises a parameter that indicates how
long a neighbor cell’s signal quality must be high prior to
initiating handoff. The cell preference parameter comprises a
parameter that gives a preference to a designated neighbor
cell when measurements of multiple neighbor cells are nearly
equal. The cell signal quality weighting parameter comprises
a value used to weight a history of cell measurements. The
cell lingering parameter comprises a parameter that causes
the mobile device to linger in a cell served by the base station
longer before initiating handoff to a neighboring cell.

In one implementation, the default set of handoff param-
eters may include all of the above-mentioned handoff param-
eters. In an implementation in which the cellular network
includes a Long Term Evolution (LTE) network, the signal
quality hysteresis parameter may include the LTE “hyster-
esisA3” parameter, the hysteresis time parameter may
include the LTE “timetotriggerA3” parameter, the cell pref-
erence parameter may include the LTE “cellindividualOffse-
tEutran” parameter, the cell signal quality weighting param-
eter may include the LTE “filtercoefficientA3” parameter,
and the cell lingering parameter may include the LTE
“a30ffset” parameter.

Mobile device 100 may present the default handoff param-
eters to a user 130 of mobile device 100 via its user interface
125 (noted above and shown in FIG. 1A) of mobile device
100, and user 130 may choose to modify the default handoff
parameters to instead create a user-customized handoff
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parameter set 135. For example, user 130 may enter a custom
value for signal quality hysteresis parameter 140-1 via an
entry block 150-1 of user interface 125, a custom value for
hysteresis time parameter 140-2 via an entry block 150-2 of
user interface 125, a customized cell preference parameter
140-3 via an entry block 150-3 of user interface 125, a cus-
tomized cell signal quality weighting parameter 140-4 via an
entry block 150-4 of user interface 125, and/or a customized
cell lingering parameter 140-x via an entry block 150-x of
user interface 125.

Mobile device 100 may, in one embodiment, subsequently
use the user-customized handoff parameter set 135 for per-
forming one or more handoffs from cell 105-1 to cell 105-2
(or vice versa) as mobile device 100 travels between cells
105-1 and 105-2. Call-related or network service-related
(call/service) parameters associated with network service
from cell 105-1 or cell 105-2 to mobile device 100 may be
measured at mobile device 100. The measured call/service
parameters may include, for voice calls, a number of dropped
voice calls, a number of failed call access attempts, and/or a
number of unnecessary handoffs. The measured call/service
parameters may include, for data connections, a number of
dropped data connections, a number of failed data access
attempts, and/or a number of unnecessary handoffs. The mea-
sured call/service parameters may include any type of key
performance indicator (KPI) associated with the receipt of
cellular network service at mobile device from cell 105-1
and/or cell 105-2, such as accessibility KPIs, retainability
KPIs, and/or integrity KPIs. The accessibility KPIs may
include KPIs associated with radio resource configuration
setup, and signaling, data, and voice radio bearer setup. The
retainability KPIs may include KPIs associated with inter-
cell handover performance, and radio resource configuration
drops and radio bearer drops. The inter-cell handover perfor-
mance may include, for example, unnecessary handovers and
necessary handovers in high-speed vs. low-speed mobility
scenarios. The integrity KPIs may include, for example,
downlink and uplink throughput; mobile device performance
associated with specific applications, voice, data, and/or sig-
naling; and/or unnecessary control channel signaling caused
by unnecessary handovers.

Over a period of time, and as mobile device 100 travels
back and forth between cells 105-1 and 105-2, mobile device
100 may optimize the handoff parameter set based on the
measured call/service parameters. Optimizing the handoff
parameter set may include adjusting one or more parameters
of the handoff parameter set to maximize, minimize, reduce
and/or increase one or more of the call/service parameters.
The handoff parameter set may, for example, be optimized so
as to reduce the number of dropped calls, reduce the number
of failed call or voice access attempts, reduce a number of
unnecessary handoffs, and/or increase data throughput. The
handoff parameter set may further be optimized so as to
improve radio resource configuration setup; improve signal-
ing, data, and/or voice radio bearer setup; improve inter-cell
handover performance, such as, as reduce unnecessary han-
dovers and optimize necessary handovers in high-speed vs.
low-speed mobility scenarios; reduce radio resource configu-
ration drops and radio bearer drops; improve downlink and
uplink throughput; optimize the mobile device for specific
applications, for voice, for data and/or for signaling; and/or
reduce unnecessary control channel signaling caused by
unnecessary handovers.

FIG. 1B depicts an overview of a second exemplary
embodiment of the invention in which a test operator, or a
monitoring device, customizes the handoft parameters used
by multiple test mobile devices during handoff from one cell
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of a cellular network to another cell of the cellular network.
As shown in FIG. 1B, a handoft of multiple mobile devices
100-1 through 100-p (where p is an integer greater than or
equal to 2) may occur as mobile devices 100-1 through 100-p
travel, via a travel platform 165, from a first cellular network
cell 105-1, served by a first base station 110-1, into a second
cell 105-2, served by a second base station 110-2 (or vice
versa). In cell 105-1, mobile devices 100-1 through 100-p are
served by base station 110-1, and in cell 105-2, mobile
devices 100-1 through 100-p are served by base station 110-2.
While in cell 105-1, base station 110-1 may send each one of
mobile devices 100-1 through 100-p a set of default handoff
parameters that mobile devices 100-1 through 100-p may
each use in conducting a handoff from cellular network ser-
vice being handled by base station 110-1 to cellular network
service being handled by base station 110-2. The default set of
handoff parameters may include, for example, the same
default parameters described above with respect to FIG. 1A.
The default set of each of mobile devices 100-1 through 100-p
may be the same as, or may differ from, the default set of other
ones of mobile devices 100-1 through 100-p.

Each of mobile devices 100-1 through 100-p may, after
receipt from base station 110-1, provide its respective default
set of handoff parameters to mobile device diagnostic moni-
tor 160 for presentation to a test operator 180 via a user
interface 170 (as depicted in FIG. 1B). Test operator 180, or
analgorithm implemented by mobile device diagnostic moni-
tor 160, may modify one or more handoff parameters in each
set of default handoff parameters to create a per-mobile-
device customized handoff parameter set 175. Each such
customized set of handoff parameters may be the same as, or
different from, one or more other customized handoff param-
eters set. For example, test operator 180 may enter or monitor
160 may generate, for a given one of mobile devices 100-1
through 100-p, a custom value for signal quality hysteresis
parameter 140-1 via an entry block 150-1 of user interface
170, a custom value for hysteresis time parameter 140-2 via
an entry block 150-2 of user interface 170, a customized cell
preference parameter 140-3 via an entry block 150-3 of user
interface 170, a customized cell signal quality weighting
parameter 140-4 via an entry block 150-4 of user interface
170, and/or a customized cell lingering parameter 140-x via
an entry block 150-x of user interface 170.

Each of mobile devices 100-1 through 100-p may subse-
quently use its respective customized handoff parameter set
175 for performing one or more handoffs from cell 105-1 to
cell 105-2 (or vice versa) as each of mobile devices 100-1
through 100-p travels between cells 105-1 and 105-2 while
being transported by travel platform 165. Call/service param-
eters associated with network service from cell 105-1 or cell
105-2 to each of mobile devices 100-1 through 100-p may be
measured at each of mobile devices 100-1 through 100-p, or
at mobile device diagnostic monitor 160.

The measured call/service parameters may include, for
voice calls, a number of dropped voice calls, a number of
failed call access attempts, and a number of unnecessary
handoffs. The measured call/service parameters may include,
for data connections, a number of dropped data connections,
a number of failed data access attempts, and a number of
unnecessary handoffs. The measured call/service parameters
may include any type of key performance indicator (KPI)
associated with the receipt of cellular network service at
mobile device from cell 105 and/or cell 115, as described
above with respect to FIG. 1A.

Over a period of time, and as mobile devices 100-1 through
100-p travel back and forth between cells 105-1 and 105-2,
test operator 180 or mobile device diagnostic monitor 160
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may optimize each mobile device’s handoff parameter set
based on the measured call/service parameters. Optimizing
the handoff parameter set may include adjusting one or more
parameters of the handoff parameter set to maximize, mini-
mize, reduce and/or increase one or more of the call/service
parameters. The handoff parameter set may, for example, be
optimized so as to reduce the number of dropped calls, reduce
the number of failed call or voice access attempts, reduce a
number of unnecessary handoffs, or increase data throughput.
The handoff parameter set may further be optimized so as to
improve radio resource configuration setup; improve signal-
ing, data, and/or voice radio bearer setup; improve inter-cell
handover performance, such as, as reduce unnecessary han-
dovers and optimize necessary handovers in high-speed vs.
low-speed mobility scenarios; reduce radio resource configu-
ration drops and radio bearer drops; improve downlink and
uplink throughput; optimize the mobile device for specific
applications, voice, data and/or signaling; and reduce unnec-
essary control channel signaling caused by unnecessary han-
dovers.

FIG. 2 depicts an exemplary network environment 200 in
which the exemplary embodiments of FIGS. 1A and 1B may
be implemented. Network environment 200 may include a
network 210, multiple stand-alone mobile devices 100-¢,
100-4+1 and 100-g+2 (only three are shown for purposes of
illustration), multiple travel platforms 165-1 through 165-3
(only three are shown for purposes of illustration), and mul-
tiple mobile device (MD) diagnostic monitors 160-1 through
160-3 (only three are shown for purposes of illustration). As
shown in FIG. 2, each of the travel platforms 165-1 through
165-3 carries multiple test mobile devices.

Each mobile device depicted in FIG. 2 (e.g., mobile
devices 100-¢ through 100-¢+2, and the mobile devices car-
ried by travel platforms 165-1 through 165-3) may include a
portable electronic device having wireless communication
capabilities that may communicate via network 210. Each
mobile device may include, for example, a laptop, palmtop or
tablet computer having wireless capability; a cellular tele-
phone (e.g., a “smart” phone); or a personal digital assistant
(PDA) having wireless capability.

Mobile device diagnostic monitors 160-1 through 160-3
may each include a device that connects to each of the mul-
tiple mobile devices traveling on a respective travel platform
165-1 through 165-3. Mobile device diagnostic monitors
160-1 through 160-3 may enable a test operator (not shown in
FIG. 2) to select and modify handoff parameters, and supply
those modified handoff parameters to respective mobile
devices. Mobile device diagnostic monitors 160-1 through
160-3 monitor and measure call/service parameters of voice
calls and/or data sessions engaged in by respective mobile
devices while the respective travel platform travels from cell
to cell within the cellular network. Mobile device diagnostic
monitors 160-1 through 160-3 may identify handoff param-
eters for each mobile device, based on the measured call/
service parameters, that optimize mobile device performance
during handoff. Travel platforms 165-1 through 165-3 may
include any type of mobile vehicle (e.g., an automobile).

Network 210 may include a Public Land Mobile Network
(PLMN) (i.e., a cellular network). The PLMN may include a
Code Division Multiple Access (CDMA) 2000 PLMN, a
Global System for Mobile Communications (GSM) PLMN; a
Long Term Evolution (LTE) PLMN and/or other type of
PLMN. As shown in FIG. 2, network 210 may include mul-
tiple base stations 110-1 through 110-z. Each one of base
stations 110-1 through 110-z may be associated with one or
more cells of the cellular network, and may include one or
more wireless transceivers that connect mobile devices
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within the cell(s) that the respective base station 110 serves, to
the wider cellular network or to other networks connected to
the cellular network. In an LTE cellular network environment,
each of base stations 110-1 through 110-z may be an evolved
Node B (eNodeB). In other cellular network environments,
each of base stations 110-1 through 110-z may be any type of
transceiver unit corresponding to the specific cellular network
environment (e.g., a base transceiver station, a Node B, a
radio base station, etc.)

Network 210 may connect to one or more other types of
networks including, for example, a satellite network, a Public
Switched Telephone Network (PSTN), a local area network
(LAN), an Advanced Television Systems Committee (ATSC)
standards-based network (e.g., over the air (OTA) network), a
wide area network (WAN), a metropolitan area network
(MAN), an intranet, the Internet, or a cable network (e.g., an
optical cable network).

The configuration of network components of network envi-
ronment 200 illustrated in FIG. 2 is for illustrative purposes.
Other configurations may be implemented. Therefore, net-
work environment 200 may include additional, fewer and/or
different components that may be configured in a different
arrangement than those depicted in FIG. 2. For example,
network environment may include any number of mobile
devices 100 and/or any number of travel platforms 165 that
each further carry a single, or multiple, mobile devices.

FIG. 3 is a diagram that depicts exemplary components of
a device 300. Mobile device 100 and mobile device diagnos-
tic monitor 160 may have the same, or similar, components
and configuration of components as device 300 depicted in
FIG. 3. Device 300 may include a bus 310, a processing unit
320, a main memory 330, a read only memory (ROM) 340, a
storage device 350, an input device 360, an output device 370,
and a communication interface 380. Bus 310 may include a
path that permits communication among the components of
device 300.

Processing unit 320 may include one or more processors or
microprocessors, or processing logic, which may interpret
and execute instructions to perform processes, such as those
described below with respect to FIGS. 5A, 5B and 6. Main
memory 330 may include a random access memory (RAM)
or another type of dynamic storage device that may store
information and instructions for execution by processing unit
320. ROM 340 may include a ROM device or another type of
static storage device that may store static information and
instructions for use by processing unit 320. Storage device
350 may include a magnetic and/or optical recording
medium. Main memory 330, ROM 340 and storage device
350 may each be referred to herein as a “tangible non-transi-
tory computer-readable medium.”

Input device 360 may include one or more mechanisms that
permit a user/operator to input information to device 300,
such as, for example, a keypad or a keyboard, a display with
a touch sensitive panel, voice recognition and/or biometric
mechanisms, etc. Output device 370 may include one or more
mechanisms that output information to the user/operator,
including a display, a speaker, etc. Input device 360 and
output device 370 may, in some implementations, be imple-
mented as a user interface (UI) that displays Ul information
and which receives user/operator input via the Ul. Commu-
nication interface 380 may include one or more transceivers
that enable device 300 to communicate with other devices
and/or systems. Communication interface 380 may also
include mechanisms for measuring wireless signal quality
(e.g., signal strength, data throughput), or other Key Perfor-
mance Indicators, associated with signals from base stations
110 of network 210. For example, if device 300 is a mobile
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device 100, communication interface 380 may include a wire-
less transceiver for communicating with base stations 110 of
network 210. As another example, if device 300 is a mobile
device diagnostic monitor 160, communication interface 380
may include mechanisms for communicating with multiple
mobile devices, such as, for example, via a wireless (e.g.,
Wi-FI) or wireless connection (e.g. a LAN connection).

The configuration of components of device 300 shown in
FIG. 2 is for illustrative purposes. Other configurations may
be implemented. Therefore, device 300 may include addi-
tional, fewer and/or different components than those depicted
in FIG. 3.

FIG. 4 is a diagram of an exemplary handoff testing data
structure 400 that may be stored at diagnostic monitor 160
(e.g., in main memory 330 or storage device 350). As shown,
data structure 400 may include multiple entries 410, with
each entry 410 including a mobile device identifier (ID) field
420, a default handoff (H/O) parameter set field 430, a modi-
fied H/0 parameter set field 440, and a measured call/service
parameters field 450.

Mobile device identifier (ID) field 420 may store a unique
identifier associated with a mobile device 100. In one imple-
mentation, the unique identifier may include a telephone
number of the mobile device. In another implementation, the
unique identifier may include a network address (e.g., Inter-
net Protocol (IP) address) of the mobile device.

Default handoft (H/O) parameter set field 430 may store
multiple default handoff parameters received at the mobile
device identified in field 420 from a base station 110 of
network 210. The mobile device identified in field 420 uses
the default handoff parameter set for engaging in a handoff
from one cell to another cell, unless modifications to the
handoff parameters occur (as described herein). Modified
H/O parameter set field 440 may store a modified handoff
parameter set for the mobile device identified in field 420,
where at least one of the parameters of the modified handoff
set is different than a corresponding parameter of the default
handoff parameters stored in field 430. The one or more
modified handoff parameters of the modified handoff param-
eter set may be manually selected by user 130 or test operator
180, or may be automatically generated by mobile device 100
or mobile device diagnostic monitor 160.

Measured call/service parameters field 450 may store
monitored or measured call-related and/or network service-
related parameters associated with voice calls or data sessions
engaged in by the mobile device 100 identified in mobile
device ID field 420 right before, right after, or during, hand-
off.

The number, types, and content of the entries and/or fields
in data structure 400 in FIG. 4 are for illustrative purposes.
Other types of data structures having different numbers of,
types of and/or content of, the entries and/or the fields may be
implemented. Therefore, data structure 400 DB 110-1 may
include additional, fewer and/or different entries and/or fields
than those depicted in FIG. 4. A similar data structure to that
depicted in FIG. 4 may also be stored in a mobile device 100,
with this data structure including a single entry having fields
430, 440 and 450. The data structure may be stored, for
example, in main memory 330 or storage device 350 of
mobile device.

FIGS.5A and 5B are flow diagrams that illustrate an exem-
plary process that enables the customization of handoff
parameters that a mobile device uses during handoff from one
cell of a cellular network to another cell of the cellular net-
work. The exemplary process of FIGS. 5A and 5B may be
implemented by mobile device 100. The description of the
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exemplary process of FIGS. 5A and 5B below references the
overview diagram of FIG. 1A.

The exemplary process may include mobile device 100
receiving a default handoff parameter set from the cellular
network (block 500). Referring to FIG. 1A, base station 110-1
may send a default handoff parameter set to mobile device
100 while mobile device is within cell 105-1 and being served
by base station 110-1. The handoff parameter set may be used
by mobile device to determine when to engage in handoff
with base station 110-2 of cell 105-2 as mobile device 100
travels from cell 105-1 into cell 105-2. The default set of
handoff parameters may include, for example, one or more of
the signal quality hysteresis parameter, the hysteresis time
parameter, the cell preference parameter, the cell signal qual-
ity weighting parameter, and/or the cell lingering parameter
(described above with respect to FIG. 1A). In one implemen-
tation, the default set of handoff parameters may include all of
the above-mentioned handoff parameters. The received
default set of handoff parameters may be stored in field 430 of
a data structure stored in main memory 330 or storage device
350 of mobile device 100.

Mobile device 100 may determine whether a handoff
parameter override instruction has been received from the
user (block 505). User 130 may select, via a user interface of
mobile device 100, an option to override the default handoff
parameter set. For example, user 130 may select the default
handoff parameter override option from a menu of the user
interface of the mobile device. If the handoff parameter over-
ride instruction has been received from the user (block 505-
YES), the mobile device 100 may present the default handoff
parameter setto the user (block 510). For example, each of the
parameters of the default handoff parameter set may be pre-
sented to user 130 via an appropriate entry block 150 of user
interface 125 of FIG. 1A for further modification by user 130.

Mobile device 100 obtains modified handoff parameter(s)
for the mobile device (block 515) and then stores the modified
handoff parameter set (block 520). In one implementation,
user 130 may manually modify one or more of the default
handoff parameters presented in entry blocks 150-1 through
150-x of user interface 125 of FIG. 1A. User interface 125
may allow one or more of the handoff parameters presented in
entry blocks 150-1 through 150-x to be incrementally
increased or decreased. The one or more modified handoff
parameters, and any remaining currently unmodified default
handoff parameters, may constitute a user-customized hand-
off parameter set. The user-customized handoff parameter set
may be stored in field 440 of a data structure stored in main
memory 330 or storage device 350 of mobile device 100. In
an alternative implementation, mobile device 100, itself, may
use an algorithm to automatically modify one or more of the
default handoff parameters. The one or more automatically
modified handoff parameters, and any remaining unmodified
default handoff parameters, may compose a modified handoff
parameter set. The modified handoff parameter set may be
stored in field 440 of a data structure stored in main memory
330 or storage device 350 of mobile device 100.

Subsequent to block 520, the exemplary process of FIGS.
5A and 5B may continue at block 525 of FIG. 5A, where the
modified handoff parameter set stored at mobile device 100 is
used immediately during any handoff involving mobile
device 100, or at block 530 of FIG. 5B, where mobile device
100 is tested using the modified handoff parameter set to
identify a set of optimum modified handoff parameters. At
block 525, mobile device 100 uses the current version of the
modified handoff parameter set during handoff of mobile
device 100 to a neighboring cell. The exemplary process may
then return to block 515 with mobile device 100 obtaining one
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or more new modified handoff parameters for a new version
of the modified handoff parameter set.

At block 530, mobile device 100 may conduct tests in
different geographic locations served by a same base station,
using the current modified handoff parameter set, to measure
call/service parameters associated with handoff of mobile
device 100 (block 530). Testing of mobile device 100 may
include measuring one or more call-related or network ser-
vice-related parameters as mobile device 100 travels within
the cellular network. The measured one or more call-related
or network service-related parameters may include, for voice
calls, a number of dropped voice calls, a number of failed call
access attempts, and/or a number of unnecessary handoffs.
The measured one or more call-related or network service-
related parameters may include, for data connections, a num-
ber of dropped data connections, a number of failed data
access attempts, and/or a number of unnecessary handoffs.
The one or more call-related or network service-related
parameters may also include, or alternatively include, any
type of key performance indicator (KPI) associated with the
receipt of cellular network service at mobile device 100 from
a current cell or a neighboring cell within the cellular net-
work. Various different types of KPI(s) that may be measured/
monitored have been described above with respect to FIGS.
1A and 1B.

Mobile device 100 may identify optimum modified hand-
off parameters for the mobile device for the serving base
station based on the measured call/service parameters (block
535). Blocks 515, 520, 530 and 535 may be repeated in an
iterative fashion over a period of time as mobile device 100
travels back and forth between cells (e.g., cells 105-1 and
105-2 of FIG. 1A). During iterations of these blocks of the
process, user 130 and/or mobile device 100, either alone or in
conjunction with one another, may optimize mobile device
100°s handoff parameter set based on the measured call-
related or network service-related parameters.

Optimizing the handoff parameter set may include adjust-
ing one or more parameters of the handoff parameter set to
maximize, minimize, reduce and/or increase one or more of
the call/service parameters. The handoft parameter set may,
for example, be optimized so as to reduce the number of
dropped calls, reduce the number of failed call or voice access
attempts, reduce a number of unnecessary handoffs, or
increase data throughput. The handoff parameter set may
further be optimized so as to improve radio resource configu-
ration setup; improve signaling, data, and/or voice radio
bearer setup; improve inter-cell handover performance, such
as, as reduce unnecessary handovers and optimize necessary
handovers in high-speed vs. low-speed mobility scenarios;
reduce radio resource configuration drops and radio bearer
drops; improve downlink and uplink throughput; optimize the
mobile device for specific applications, voice, data and/or
signaling; and reduce unnecessary control channel signaling
caused by unnecessary handovers. In some implementations,
user 130 may manually perform the optimization of the set of
handoff parameters. In other implementations, an algorithm
implemented at mobile device 100 may automatically per-
form the optimization of the set of handoff parameters. In still
further implementations, user 130 and the algorithm imple-
mented at mobile device 100 may work in conjunction with
one another to perform the optimization of the set of handoff
parameters.

The exemplary process may return to block 515 with
mobile device 100 obtaining one or more new modified hand-
off parameters. In subsequent iterations of block 515, user
130 may manually enter new modified handoff parameters, or
mobile device 100 may continue to use an algorithm to auto-
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matically further modify the handoff parameters. The one or
more currently modified handoff parameters, and any remain-
ing unmodified default handoff parameters (unmodified in a
current iteration of blocks 515, 520, 530 and 535), may com-
pose a new version of the modified handoff parameter set.
This new version of the modified handoff parameter set may
be used in the mobile device testing of block 530, and the
optimum handoff parameter identification of block 535.

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram that illustrates an exemplary
process that enables the customization of handoff parameters
of'multiple test mobile devices used by the test mobile devices
during handoff from one cell of a cellular network to another
cell of the cellular network. The exemplary process of FIG. 6
may be implemented by mobile device diagnostic monitor
160. The description of the exemplary process of FIG. 6
below references the overview diagram of FIG. 1B and FIG.
7. The exemplary process of FIG. 6, and the associated dia-
gram of FIG. 7, describe a single mobile device diagnostic
monitor 160 connecting to multiple test mobile devices.
However, in some embodiments, a single MD diagnostic
monitor 160 may connect to each single mobile device 100.
Referring to FIG. 7, each of mobile devices 100-1 through
100-p may connect to a respective one of mobile device
diagnostic monitors 160-1 through 160-p (not shown), and
each of mobile devices 100-1 through 100-p may be carried
by its own travel platform (not shown). In such embodiments,
a different test operator 180 may operate each MD diagnostic
monitor 160 and mobile device 100. The separate MD diag-
nostic monitors connected to each of the mobile devices
100-1 through 100-p may have the capability to communicate
with one another (e.g., communicate handover test results)
and/or with a central network node that may accumulate and
store the test data from some, or all, of the mobile device
diagnostic monitors.

The exemplary process may include mobile device diag-
nostic monitor 160 obtaining a default cell handoft parameter
set, received from the cellular network, for each test mobile
device (block 600). The base station of the current cell that is
serving each mobile device may send the mobile device a
respective default cell handoff parameter set, where the
default handoff parameters have been set by the cellular net-
work. Each test mobile device may forward its respective
default handoft parameter set to mobile device diagnostic
monitor 160.

Diagnostic monitor 160 may present the default cell hand-
off parameter set for each test mobile device to the operator
(block 610). Referring to FIG. 1B, the default handoff param-
eters received from each test mobile device may be presented
to the operator, as initial parameters that may further be
modified, in a corresponding one of entry blocks 150-1
through 150-x of user interface 170. Diagnostic monitor 160
may obtain one or more modified handoff parameters for each
test mobile device (block 620) and may store the modified
handoff parameter set for each test mobile device (block 630).
In one implementation, test operator 180 may manually
modify one or more of the default handoff parameters pre-
sented in entry blocks 150-1 through 150-x of user interface
170 of FIG. 1B. User interface 170 may allow one or more of
the handoff parameters presented in entry blocks 150-1
through 150-x to be incrementally increased or decreased.
The one or more modified handoff parameters, and the
remaining unmodified default handoff parameters, may con-
stitute an operator-customized handoff parameter set for a
given test mobile device. The operator-customized handoff
parameter set may be stored in field 440 of the entry 410 of
handoff testing data structure 400 having a matching mobile
device identifier in field 420, where handoft testing data struc-
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ture 400 may be stored in main memory 330 or storage device
350 of mobile device diagnostic monitor 160. In another
implementation, mobile device diagnostic monitor 160,
itself, may use an algorithm to automatically modify one or
more of the default handoff parameters. The one or more
automatically modified handoff parameters, and the remain-
ing unmodified default handoff parameters, may compose a
modified handoff parameter set. The modified handoff
parameter set may be stored in field 440 of the entry 410 of
handoff testing data structure 400 having a matching mobile
device identifier in field 420, where the handoff testing data
structure 400 may be stored in main memory 330 or storage
device 350 of mobile device 100. As shown in FIG. 7, mobile
device diagnostic monitor 160 may provide each modified
handoff parameter set (H/O handoff parameter sets 1 through
p depicted) to a respective one of test mobile devices 100-1
through 100-p.

Diagnostic monitor 160 may simultaneously test each test
mobile device in different geographic locations served by a
same base station, using each test mobile device’s modified
handoff parameter set, to measure call/service parameters
associated with handoff for each test mobile device (block
640). Testing each of mobile devices 100-1 through 100-p
may include measuring one or more call-related or network
service-related parameters as each mobile device 100 travels
within the cellular network. The measured one or more call-
related or network service-related parameters may include,
for voice calls, a number of dropped voice calls, a number of
failed call access attempts, and/or a number of unnecessary
handoffs. The measured one or more call-related or network
service-related parameters may include, for data connections,
a number of dropped data connections, a number of failed
data access attempts, and/or a number of unnecessary hand-
offs. The one or more call-related or network service-related
parameters may also include, or alternatively include, any
type of key performance indicator (KPI) associated with the
receipt of cellular network service at mobile device 100 from
a current cell or a neighboring cell within the cellular net-
work. Various different types of KPI(s) that may be measured
have been described above with respect to FIGS. 1A and 1B.
FIG. 7 depicts testing being performed at each of mobile
devices 100-1 through 100-p, and the return of respective
call/service parameters from mobile devices 100-1 through
100-p to mobile device diagnostic monitor 160.

Diagnostic monitor 160 may identify optimum modified
handoff parameters for each test mobile device for its serving
base station based on measured call/service parameters of
each test mobile device (block 650). Blocks 620, 630, 640 and
650 may be repeated in an iterative fashion over a period of
time as mobile devices 100-1 through 100-p travel back and
forth between cells (e.g., cells 105-1 and 105-2 of FIG. 7).
During iterations of these blocks of the process, operator 180
or mobile device diagnostic monitor 160, either alone or in
conjunction with one another, may optimize each mobile
device 100’s handoff parameter set based on the measured
call-related or network service-related parameters.

Optimizing the handoff parameter set of each of the mobile
devices may include adjusting one or more parameters of the
handoff parameter set to maximize, minimize, reduce and/or
increase one or more of the call/service parameters. Each
handoff parameter set may, for example, be optimized so as to
reduce the number of dropped calls, reduce the number of
failed call or voice access attempts, reduce a number of
unnecessary handoffs, or increase data throughput at a
respective test mobile device 100. Each handoff parameter set
may further be optimized so as to improve radio resource
configuration setup; improve signaling, data, and/or voice
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radio bearer setup; improve inter-cell handover performance,
such as, as reduce unnecessary handovers and optimize nec-
essary handovers in high-speed vs. low-speed mobility sce-
narios; reduce radio resource configuration drops and radio
bearer drops; improve downlink and uplink throughput; opti-
mize the mobile device for specific applications, voice, data
and/or signaling; and reduce unnecessary control channel
signaling caused by unnecessary handovers. In some imple-
mentations, test operator 180 may manually perform the opti-
mization of the set of handoff parameters. In other implemen-
tations, an algorithm implemented at mobile device
diagnostic monitor 160 may automatically perform the opti-
mization of the set of handoff parameters. In still further
implementations, operator 180 and an algorithm imple-
mented at mobile device diagnostic monitor 160 may work in
conjunction with one another to perform the optimization of
the set of handoff parameters.

The exemplary process may return to block 620, with diag-
nostic monitor 160 obtaining one or more new modified hand-
off parameters for each test mobile device. In subsequent
iterations of block 620, operator 180 may manually enter new
modified handoff parameters, or mobile device diagnostic
monitor 160 may continue to use an algorithm to automati-
cally further modify the handoff parameters. The one or more
currently modified handoff parameters, and the remaining
unmodified default handoff parameters (unmodified in a cur-
rent iteration of blocks 620, 630, 640 and 650), may compose
anew version of the modified handoff parameter set. This new
version of the modified handoff parameter set may be used in
the mobile device testing of block 640, and the optimum
handoff parameter identification of block 650. In embodi-
ments where a single MD diagnostic monitor 165 is con-
nected to a single mobile device (as described above), the
single MD diagnostic monitor 165 may report its optimum
modified handoff parameters (and possibly the associated
measured call/service parameters) to other MD diagnostic
monitors and/or to a central node (e.g., a network server
device) that accumulates and stores the optimum modified
handoff parameters (and possibly the associated measured
call/service parameters) in memory.

The foregoing description of implementations provides
illustration and description, but is not intended to be exhaus-
tive or to limit the invention to the precise form disclosed.
Modifications and variations are possible in light of the above
teachings or may be acquired from practice of the invention.
For example, while series of blocks have been described with
respectto FIGS. 5A, 5B and 6, the order of the blocks may be
varied in other implementations.

Certain features described above may be implemented as
“logic” or a “unit” that performs one or more functions. This
logic or unit may include hardware, such as one or more
processors, microprocessors, application specific integrated
circuits, or field programmable gate arrays, software, or a
combination of hardware and software.

No element, act, or instruction used in the description of the
present application should be construed as critical or essential
to the invention unless explicitly described as such. Also, as
used herein, the article “a” is intended to include one or more
items. Further, the phrase “based on” is intended to mean
“based, at least in part, on” unless explicitly stated otherwise.

In the preceding specification, various preferred embodi-
ments have been described with reference to the accompany-
ing drawings. It will, however, be evident that various modi-
fications and changes may be made thereto, and additional
embodiments may be implemented, without departing from
the broader scope of the invention as set forth in the claims
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that follow. The specification and drawings are accordingly to
be regarded in an illustrative rather than restrictive sense.
What is claimed is:
1. A monitoring device, comprising:
one or more communication interfaces connected to one or
more mobile devices and configured to receive a first
default cell handoff parameter set that was sent from a
base station of a cellular network to a first of the one or
more mobile devices;
a user interface configured to receive, from an operator of
the device, a first modified handoff parameter set for the
first of the one or more mobile devices, wherein the
modified handoff parameter set is different than the first
default cell handoff parameter set,
a processing unit configured to:
cause the first of the one or more mobile device to be
tested in different geographic locations served by the
base station, using the first modified handoff param-
eter set, to measure one or more first network/call
service parameters associated with handotf of the first
of the one or more mobile devices to a neighboring
cell, and

identify optimum modified handoff parameters for the
first of the one or more mobile devices based on the
measured one or more first network/call service
parameters,
wherein the one or more communication interfaces are
further configured to receive a second default cell hand-
off parameter set that was sent from the base station of
the cellular network to a second of the one or more
mobile devices,
wherein the user interface is further configured to receive,
from the operator, a second modified handoff parameter
set for the second of the one or more mobile devices,
wherein the second modified handoff parameter set is
different than the second default cell handoft parameter
set,
wherein the processing unit is further configured to:
cause the second of the one or more mobile devices to be
tested in different geographic locations served by the
base station, using the second modified handoff
parameter set, to measure one or more second net-
work/call service parameters associated with handoff
ofthe second of the one or more mobile devices to the
neighboring cell, and

identify optimum modified handoff parameters for the
second of the one or more mobile devices based on the
measured one or more second network/call service
parameters.

2. The monitoring device of claim 1, wherein the first
modified handoff parameter set comprises at least one of a
modified first signal quality hysteresis parameter, a modified
first hysteresis time parameter, a modified first cell preference
parameter, a modified first cell signal quality weighting
parameter, or a modified first cell lingering parameter.

3. The monitoring device of claim 2, wherein the modified
first signal quality hysteresis parameter comprises a param-
eter that indicates how high a neighbor cell’s signal quality
must be prior to initiating handoff,

wherein the modified first hysteresis time parameter com-
prises a parameter that indicates how long a neighbor
cell’s signal quality must be high prior to initiating hand-
off,

wherein the modified first cell preference parameter com-
prises a parameter that gives a preference to a designated
neighbor cell when measurements of multiple neighbor
cells are nearly equal,
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wherein the modified first cell signal quality weighting
parameter comprises a value used to weight a history of
cell measurements, and

wherein the modified first cell lingering parameter com-

prises a parameter that causes the mobile device to linger
in a cell served by the base station longer before initiat-
ing handoff to a neighboring cell.

4. The monitoring device of claim 2, wherein the second
modified handoff parameter set comprises at least one of a
modified second signal quality hysteresis parameter, a modi-
fied second hysteresis time parameter, a modified second cell
preference parameter, a modified second cell signal quality
weighting parameter, or a modified second cell lingering
parameter.

5. The monitoring device of claim 4, wherein the modified
second signal quality hysteresis parameter comprises a
parameter that indicates how high a neighbor cell’s signal
quality must be prior to initiating handoff,

wherein the modified second hysteresis time parameter

comprises a parameter that indicates how long a neigh-
bor cell’s signal quality must be high prior to initiating
handoff,

wherein the modified second cell preference parameter

comprises a parameter that gives a preference to a des-
ignated neighbor cell when measurements of multiple
neighbor cells are nearly equal,

wherein the modified second cell signal quality weighting

parameter comprises a value used to weight a history of
cell measurements, and

wherein the modified second cell lingering parameter com-

prises a parameter that causes the mobile device to linger
in a cell served by the base station longer before initiat-
ing handoff to a neighboring cell.

6. The monitoring device of claim 1, wherein the one or
more first network/call service parameters and the one or
more second network/call service parameters each comprise
at least one of:

a quantity of dropped calls,

a quantity of dropped data sessions,

a quantity of failed cell access attempts, or

uplink or downlink throughput.

7. A method, comprising:

receiving a first default cell handoff parameter set that was

sent from a base station of a cellular network to a first of
one or more mobile devices;

receiving a first modified handoff parameter set for the first

of the one or more mobile devices, wherein the first
modified handoff parameter set is different than the first
default cell handoff parameter set;
causing the first of the one or more mobile devices to be
tested in different geographic locations served by the
base station, using the first modified handoff parameter
set, to measure one or more first network/call service
parameters associated with handoff of the first of the one
or more mobile devices to a neighboring cell;

identifying optimum modified handoff parameters for the
first of the one or more mobile devices based on the
measured one or more first network/call service param-
eters;
receiving a second default cell handoft parameter set that
was sent from the base station of the cellular network to
a second of the one or more mobile devices;

receiving a second modified handoff parameter set for the
second of the one or more mobile devices, wherein the
second modified handoff parameter set is different than
the second default cell handoff parameter set;
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causing the second of the one or more mobile devices to be
tested in different geographic locations served by the
base station, using the second modified handoff param-
eter set, to measure one or more second network/call
service parameters associated with handoft of the sec-
ond of the one or more mobile devices to the neighboring
cell; and

identifying optimum modified handoff parameters for the

second of the one or more mobile devices based on the
measured one or more second network/call service
parameters.
8. The method of claim 7, wherein the first modified hand-
off parameter set and the second modified handoft parameter
set comprises at least one of a modified signal quality hyster-
esis parameter, a modified hysteresis time parameter, a modi-
fied cell preference parameter, a modified cell signal quality
weighting parameter, or a modified cell lingering parameter.
9. The method of claim 8, wherein the modified signal
quality hysteresis parameter comprises a parameter that indi-
cates how high a neighbor cell’s signal quality must be prior
to initiating handoff,
wherein the modified hysteresis time parameter comprises
a parameter that indicates how long a neighbor cell’s
signal quality must be high prior to initiating handoff,

wherein the modified cell preference parameter comprises
a parameter that gives a preference to a designated
neighbor cell when measurements of multiple neighbor
cells are nearly equal,

wherein the modified cell signal quality weighting param-

eter comprises a value used to weight a history of cell
measurements, and

wherein the modified cell lingering parameter comprises a

parameter that causes the mobile device to lingerinacell
served by the base station longer before initiating hand-
off to a neighboring cell.

10. The method of claim 7, wherein the first modified
handoff parameter set is received at a monitoring device from
the first of the one or more mobile devices and wherein the
second modified handoff parameter set for the second of the
one or more mobile devices is received at the monitoring
device from the second of the one or more mobile devices.

11. The method of claim 7, wherein receiving the first
modified handoff parameter set and the second modified
handoff parameter set comprises:

receiving, via a user interface of a monitoring device, the

first modified handoff parameter set and the second
modified handoff parameter set.

12. The method of claim 7, wherein the one or more first
network/call service parameters and the one or more second
network/call service parameters comprise at least one of:

a quantity of dropped calls,

a quantity of dropped data sessions,

a quantity of failed cell access attempts, or

uplink or downlink throughput.

13. The method of claim 7, further comprising:

presenting, to an operator via a user interface, the first

default cell handoff parameter set and the second default
cell handoff parameter set.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the first modified
handoff parameter set and the second modified handoff
parameter set are received from the operator, via the user
interface, as operator-customized handoff parameter sets.

15. The method of claim 7, further comprising:

receiving a third modified handoff parameter set for the

first of the one or more mobile devices, wherein the third
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modified handoff parameter set is different than the first
default cell handoff parameter set and the second modi-
fied handoff parameter set;
causing the first of the one or more mobile devices to be
tested in different geographic locations served by the
base station, using the third modified handoff parameter
set, to measure the one or more first network/call service
parameters associated with handoff of the first of the one
or more mobile devices to a neighboring cell; and

identifying optimum modified handoff parameters for the
first of the one or more mobile devices based on the
measured one or more first network/call service param-
eters.

16. The method of claim 15, further comprising:

receiving a fourth modified handoff parameter set for the

second of the one or more mobile devices, wherein the
fourth modified handoff parameter set is different than
the second default cell handoff parameter set and the
second modified handoff parameter set;

causing the second of the one or more mobile devices to be

tested in different geographic locations served by the
base station, using the fourth modified handoft param-
eter set, to measure one or more second network/call
service parameters associated with handoff of the sec-
ond of the one or more mobile devices to the neighboring
cell; and

identifying optimum modified handoff parameters for the

second of the one or more mobile devices based on the
measured one or more second network/call service
parameters.

17. A non-transitory computer-readable medium contain-
ing instructions executable by at least one processor, the
computer-readable medium comprising instructions for:

receiving a first default cell handoff parameter set that was

sent from a base station of a cellular network to a first of
one or more mobile devices;

receiving a first modified handoff parameter set for the first

of the one or more mobile devices, wherein the first
modified handoff parameter set is different than the first
default cell handoff parameter set;
causing the first of the one or more mobile devices to be
tested in different geographic locations served by the
base station, using the first modified handoff parameter
set, to measure one or more first network/call service
parameters associated with handoff of the first of the one
or more mobile devices to a neighboring cell;

identifying optimum modified handoff parameters for the
first of the one or more mobile devices based on the
measured one or more first network/call service param-
eters;
receiving a second default cell handoft parameter set that
was sent from the base station of the cellular network to
a second of the one or more mobile devices;

receiving a second modified handoff parameter set for the
second of the one or more mobile devices, wherein the
second modified handoff parameter set is different than
the second default cell handoff parameter set;

causing the second of the one or more mobile devices to be

tested in different geographic locations served by the
base station, using the second modified handoff param-
eter set, to measure one or more second network/call
service parameters associated with handoff of the sec-
ond of the one or more mobile devices to the neighboring
cell; and
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identifying optimum modified handoff parameters for the
second of the one or more mobile devices based on the
measured one or more second network/call service
parameters.

18. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 17, wherein the first modified handoff parameter set
and the second modified handoff parameter set comprises at
least one of a modified signal quality hysteresis parameter, a
modified hysteresis time parameter, a modified cell prefer-
ence parameter, a modified cell signal quality weighting
parameter, or a modified cell lingering parameter, and

wherein the modified signal quality hysteresis parameter

comprises a parameter that indicates how high a neigh-
bor cell’s signal quality must be prior to initiating hand-
off,
wherein the modified hysteresis time parameter comprises
a parameter that indicates how long a neighbor cell’s
signal quality must be high prior to initiating handoff,

wherein the modified cell preference parameter comprises
a parameter that gives a preference to a designated
neighbor cell when measurements of multiple neighbor
cells are nearly equal,

wherein the modified cell signal quality weighting param-

eter comprises a value used to weight a history of cell
measurements, and

wherein the modified cell lingering parameter comprises a

parameter that causes the mobile device to lingerinacell
served by the base station longer before initiating hand-
off to a neighboring cell.
19. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 17, further comprising instructions for:
receiving a third modified handoff parameter set for the
first of the one or more mobile devices, wherein the third
modified handoff parameter set is different than the first
default cell handoff parameter set and the second modi-
fied handoff parameter set;
causing the first of the one or more mobile devices to be
tested in different geographic locations served by the
base station, using the third modified handoff parameter
set, to measure the one or more first network/call service
parameters associated with handoff of the first of the one
or more mobile devices to a neighboring cell; and

identifying optimum modified handoff parameters for the
first of the one or more mobile devices based on the
measured one or more first network/call service param-
eters.

20. A monitoring device, comprising:

one or more communication interfaces connected to one or

more mobile devices and configured to receive a first
default cell handoff parameter set that was sent from a
base station of a cellular network to a first of the one or
more mobile devices;

a user interface configured to receive, from an operator of

the device, a first modified handoff parameter set for the
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first of the one or more mobile devices, wherein the
modified handoff parameter set is different than the first
default cell handoff parameter set,
a processing unit configured to:
cause the first of the one or more mobile device to be
tested in different geographic locations served by the
base station, using the first modified handoff param-
eter set, to measure one or more first network/call
service parameters associated with handoff of the first
of the one or more mobile devices to a neighboring
cell,
wherein the one or more first network/call service
parameters and the one or more second network/
call service parameters each comprise at least one
of: a quantity of dropped calls, a quantity of
dropped data sessions, a quantity of failed cell
access attempts, or uplink or downlink throughput,
and
identify optimum modified handoff parameters for the
first of the one or more mobile devices based on the
measured one or more first network/call service
parameters,
wherein the one or more communication interfaces are
further configured to receive a second default cell hand-
off parameter set that was sent from the base station of
the cellular network to a second of the one or more
mobile devices,
wherein the user interface is further configured to receive,
from the operator, a second modified handoff parameter
set for the second of the one or more mobile devices,
wherein the second modified handoff parameter set is
different than the second default cell handoft parameter
set and wherein the first modified handoft parameter set
and the second modified handoff parameter set each
comprises at least one of a modified signal quality hys-
teresis parameter, a modified hysteresis time parameter,
a modified cell preference parameter, a modified cell
signal quality weighting parameter, or a modified cell
lingering parameter,
wherein the processing unit is further configured to:
cause the second of the one or more mobile devices to be
tested in different geographic locations served by the
base station, using the second modified handoff
parameter set, to measure one or more second net-
work/call service parameters associated with handoff
of'the second of the one or more mobile devices to the
neighboring cell, and
identify optimum modified handoff parameters for the
second of the one or more mobile devices based on the
measured one or more second network/call service
parameters.



